Living Positive Victoria says ‘yes’ to zero HIV,
stigma and discrimination
For immediate release
28 June 2017 – Living Positive Victoria welcomes the announcement of the
Victorian HIV strategy 2017-2020 launched today by Health Minister Jill
Hennessy as assurance that the government remains committed to national
and international HIV targets.
“We are encouraged to see a specific state HIV strategy for Victoria and
commend the Andrews Government for seeing the importance in Victoria
responding to a Victorian epidemic,” said Brent Allan, CEO of Living Positive
Victoria.
The key targets include seeing 90 per cent of people with HIV knowing their
status, 90 per cent of people with HIV are on HIV treatment, and 90 per cent
of people with HIV on treatment have an undetectable viral load by 2020.
Additionally, HIV stigma and discrimination has been included as a key target
in this strategy which continues to be a major barrier for people to get tested
or seek treatment.
“To have the elimination of HIV stigma and discrimination listed as priority
objective of this strategy will be a driving force to achieve zero new
transmissions by 2020,” said Allan.
So far this year (January 2017 - April 2017) there has been an 18 per cent
reduction in new diagnoses compared to the same time period in 2016. Even
though HIV continues to disproportionately affect gay and bisexual men, the
Victorian HIV strategy reflects the changing complexity of HIV and includes
women, transgender men and women, and gender diverse people as priority
populations for the first time and is the first HIV strategy in the country to
recognise this change.
“Every individual living with HIV has their own unique health challenges and
understanding this is vital to ensure that no one gets left behind. We are
looking forward to the development of a complementary action plan to this
strategy that sets clear targets and responsibilities for all funded agencies and
anticipate working together with all our partners involved in the HIV response
in Victoria.”
Since 1988, Living Positive Victoria has been committed to the advancement
of rights and wellbeing of all people living with, and affected by HIV.
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